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Eugene Willging 


Seagrave, Gordon Burma Surgeon. Norton. Aug. 


1943. 295p. $3.00. 


other war history has ever been this doctor’s 
war. Some day when the dust battle has subsided and 
men delve into the various aspects its waging some 
doctor-historian will sit himself down write the history 
the physician’s role and all the exploits the legion 
Hippocrates. When someone undertakes that job 
will find one chapter his tome already written, written 
well that improvement would possible. That 
chapter the story Gordon Seagrave, Burma Surgeon, 
epic its own right and one the grandest books 
sired the present embroglio. our hypothetical 
historian wise will incorporate this book into his 
work verbatim because living, breathing tale 
man who typifies all that noble and glorious 
profession. 


Gordon Seagrave was born his father and grand- 
fathers before him were missionaries that country but 
varied the heredity deciding early life become 
medical missiionary—more medicine than mission—in 
fact there but little mention religious activities the 
book. 1922, after having acquired education 
Johns Hopkins and wife, Tiny name but huge 
action, returned Burma with wastebasket full 
salvaged surgical instruments, supply toothpaste and 
immense zest for life combined with desire cure 
sickness and practice surgery which conditioned his whole 
later life. 


Under control the American Baptist Mission the Sea- 
graves were assigned station the northern Shan States 
station and nothing more. Dr. Seagrave being man 
indomitable will, unstinting energy and insatiable desire 
was course not content with the facilities his com- 


mand. Backed powerful and wealthy organization, 
deserving the support the public health authorities 
his battles against malaria, syphilis, plague, dysentery and 
the myriad tropic ills nevertheless was forced depend 
solely upon his own ability, his ingenuity, his courage, the 
sweat his brow and last but far from least the help 
his wife. these implements fashioned modern 
hospitals from mud huts, instituted medical services and 
health program considerable value and above all trained 
heterogeneous group native girls into nurses whose 
skill and charm and gaiety have astonished the civilized 
world. The modern hospital plant was built entirely 
through his efforts and solely him goes credit for vast 
improvement the health that region. 

Dr. Seagrave’s position was enhanced the building 
the Burma Road. delighted the opening com- 
munications and the chance extending his services 
through the medium clinics charge the nurses 
situated regions hitherto not easily accessible. This 
phase his work culminated when became literally 
the medical officer the Burma Road and his ambulances 
were mobile clinics covering almost unbelievable area. 
Also about this time American airplane factory was 
built near his headquarters and was placed charge 
its medical services. Above all else Gordon Seagrave 
was surgeon, one the interpid variety whom 
operation was meat and drink, and who found his 
practice the opportunity become proficient. The de- 
velopment his own surgery and his mobile medical 
service were the two factors which rendered him valu- 
able time need—a time that was fast approaching 
his beloved Burma. 

War came Burma, the Japs invaded, the airplane fac- 
tory was bombed and Seagrave had his first taste mili- 
tary medicine. Rapidly then the British health authorities 
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Seagrave Scott 


unofficially mobilized himself, few assistant doctors, both 
native and foreign, and those wonderful nurses into unit 
for upper Burma. equal rapidity was given the 
medical care two Chinese armies and finally under 
General Stilwell, Granddaddy Joe those everlastingly 
fascinating nurses, was commissioned the Army 
the United States. Then the action really became hectic— 
operations the hundreds, makeshift organization, con- 
stant shifting location correlated with the ever accel- 
erating tempo retreat—here story heroism and 
service that will thrill the hearts all humanity. And 
then finally the cause was lost, the last retreat was 
sounded and under Stilwell courageous group assayed 
the difficult trek India and safety. Although Tiny and 
his two sons had long since been sent safety Gordon 
Seagrave still had children guide and guard, his valiant 
nurses, and with them made the journey India where 
the unit was immediately reorganized and placed service 
caring for the refugees, waiting and preparing for the day 
when Joe Stilwell can again assign “the meanest, nastiest 
this story. Names, places, actions all major interest 
must perforce omitted even though they are the very 
meat and bone the story. 


Burma Surgeon book which richly deserves superla- 
tives. Although style slightly reminiscent Jack 
Belden, whose Retreat with Stilwell dealt with some 
events, yet its nature the final analysis 
utterly Seagravian—so absolutely flavored his person- 
ality that seem sit and listen the man recount his 
story personally. Words are inadequate describe justly 
the stature the man. all respects admirable, 
every inch man and the ideal doctor. And those 
only our own could like them. There 
heroism, courage, service, ideals and human spirit through- 
out the entire book. can recommended without 
reservation all readers but because the subject matter 
would more suitable for those above high school age. 


26, 1943. 277p. $2.50. 


Early the war Winston Churchill made what since has 
become historic statement about the debt the English 
the RAF. Chiang Kai-Shek could easily speak likewise 
the American Air Force China which was formed 
from the remnants the A.V.G. who had fought 
gallantly Burma and China before being activated into 
Army Air Corps group July, 1942 under Major 
General Claire Chennault. God Co-Pilot 
Colonel Robert Scott, commander Chennault’s 
fighter planes, tells the exploits his branch from its 
inception until Christmas 1942, the way which 
met the Jap airforce and swept that airforce out the 
sky, least much sky the limited number planes 
and men would permit. addition this Colonel 
Scott’s personal story, story determination, courage 
and devotion duty which can well thrill the hearts 
all us. Although seemingly not very religious man 
Colonel Scott testifies his personal belief the accom- 
panying presence Divine Providence. 


Robert Scott was born and reared Georgia. Early 


Best SELLERS 


life acquired the ambition fly and with determi- 
nation which finally landed him pursuit pilot the 
Army Air Force via West Point. officer the 
Regular Army Colonel Scott seized upon every chance 
accumulate flying experience under all sorts condi- 
tions every sort weather. Among his earliest trials 
was the tragically famous attempt the army pilots 
carry the mail 1934 from which luckily emerged 
unscathed and with fund valuable experience. From 
then until 1941 flew various capacities gradually 
being worked into instruction until, when war was im- 
minent, found himself charge training programs 
“too old for combat duty”. But again his determination 
came the fore and finally wangled assignment 
fly huge bomber one group ordered bomb 
Japan from the east. The colonel had never flown 
four-motored bomber but bluffed his way through in- 
cluding hazardous trans-Atlantic crossing until the mis- 
sion was cancelled after the ships had reached India. 


Then Colonel Scott together with Colonel (now Brig. 
Gen.) Caleb Haynes was assigned the Ferry Command 
transporting materials from India Burma and China. 
Frustrated again Colonel Scott nevertheless carried out 
his orders until managed borrow fighter plane 
from General Chennault and became “One Man Air 
Force” harrying the Japs Burma dive bombing 
strafing all sorts objectives. During his stay the 
Ferry Command took time out one day fly over the 
top Mt. Everest and the account his experiences 
that flight well worth reading. For months Colonel 
Scott raged and down the Burma countryside, small 
but none the less irritating thorn the side the 
Japanese advances. Finally July, 1942 came the realiza- 
tion his fondest hopes—orders assume the command 
the fighter group Chennault’s airforce China. 
There the colonel was his real element. Under that 
farsighted and shrewd tactician Claire Chennault led 
mission after mission and fought battle after battle until 
the Japs had been virtually cleaned from the sky over 
those few small areas China which the airforce could 
cover successfully. This part the book most detailed 
and the work the airforce China together with the 
personnel vividly described. From see how des- 
perate China’s position actually and how great results 
have been obtained with the pitifully few planes and men 
have sent. Between the lines can read and glory 
the courage and bravery our fliers who faced odds 
without dismay the performance their duty and 
emerged triumphant. Foremost among these men, but 
not his own admission, was Colonel Scott who even 
had restrained officially from flying too often 
dangerous missions the detriment his other duties. 
Most fascinating his description China’s air raid 
warning net the details which are secret but the per- 
formance evidently phenomenal. Most satisfying his 
account the respect and gratitude amounting almost 
veneration, which the Chinese show our pilots. 


God Co-Pilot vitally thrilling story personal 
courage and the exploits our fiiers China. such 
deserves read widely and pondered well. There 
but one fault the entire book and that Colonel 
Scott’s assertion that necessary hate the enemy. 
Although that similar principle endorsed military 
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psychology one cannot conscience subscribe it. For 
this reason the book can recommended only readers 
college level higher. 


Life-in-America Prize Book 


Ottley, Roi. New World A-Coming. Houghton, Mifflin. 
Aug. 10, 1943. 364p. $3.00. 


the distant battlefields, old world dying, give 
birth new world. realizes it. Everyone 
wonders about it. And wonderingly seeks find the star 
that will lead them the birthplace that New World 
A-Coming. 

But the skies are dark. There seems stars. 
perhaps, have become blind the modern blackouts, 
natural and supernatural. For the New World all are 
looking for being born the very midst us, our 
own American doorstep. While listen, look and lift 
our faces—now East—now West— catch the first cry 
the new born, that new world has grown already from 
tiny infancy into the age youthful maturity: for the 
Negro America has come age. 


And, doing, has thrown our white feet the in- 
finite and immense challenge both the East and the 
West, our democracy, sincerity, realism, Christianity. 
right here then, our own land, that the new world 
has been born out the bitter pangs sorrow, death 
and pain—that war... before too, that stand 
fall our principles. The rest the world looks 
and breathlessly awaits the answer which ours give 
withhold. What shall be? 


Roi Ottley asks that question between each line his 
most interesting book. For New World A-Coming not 
just another book Harlem. the best book 
Harlem yet. Smooth, restrained tone, factual and 
truthful, gives the outside world faithful picture 
the birth and life the Incredible Metropolis Black 
America, that once tragic and glamorous. 


Starting from 1626 when New York was nothing more 
than Dutch outpost, the author brings the reader swiftly 
and surely, withal interestingly, into our own days, por- 
traying vividly and equally well, the slum shocked kids 
Harlem, and swanky Sugar Hill with its Cafe Society. 
People great and small the Negro-American World 
move, true life page after page, bringing all 
Americans, one the most neglected, yet rich aspect 
their own history. 


Catholics will disappointed the two-three para- 
graphs accorded the Church through the whole book. 
the omission such names Rev. John LaFarge, 
Father Plunkett, Superior General the Holy Ghost 
Fathers, arid Rev. Michael Mulvoy the same order, 
who did much for interracial and social justice 
Harlem, Monsignor McCann St. Charles Borromeo’s 
Church and many other priests and nuns, well lay 
Catholics—such those affiliated with Friendship House 
135th St., Harlem and Chicago’s South Side which 
though humble and small has had quite effect 
promoting better racial understanding the U.S.A. 


One may say that this omission would affect only. Cath- 
olic readers. not think so. Real objectivity, 


Smith 


which Mr. Ottley has much—but not quite enough— 
would have included these. that has failed. But 
nevertheless this book must Catholic bookshelves, 
not only because interesting, well-written, timely 
book but because will for them one the best occa- 
sions for collective examen conscience—so much 
needed today. Only few weeks ago fierce riots broke 
out tragic Harlem. Riots are deadly wounds 
nation’s soul. All Americans, but especially Catholics, 
who possess the fullness Truth, must realize their 
causes—and these will found their own souls—in 
the non-practice the sublime doctrine the Mystical 
Body Christ toward their brother the Negro. 


the distant battlefields new world being born. 
Its stable our own America. The Infant the Negro. 
Will find the star and see Christ the Negro? 
will pass Him by? our answer depends whether 
shall part the new vital world, down with 
the dying one. 

Catherine Hueck, 

Friendship House, New York City 


Smith, Eleanor. Caravan. Doubleday, Doran. Aug. 13, 


1943. 276p. $2.50. 


When the hero the story, James Darrell, was fifteen, 
Victoria became queen England. Caravan romantic 
novel set Victorian England and Moorish Spain; gypsies, 
English and Spanish, are part the fabric the story, 
which love passionate and adventures are violent. 


James Darrell, son English village doctor and 
French mother, learns German and Spanish and spends 
hours with gypsies, and dreams becoming famous 
writer, not doctor. twelve meets the squire’s 
daughter, Oriana, ten. Their attitudes and daydreams 
are alike. When their later teens, James’s father dies, 
Oriana says she loves him but cannot him unless 
earns practical and respectable living. Unwilling 
give writing, gets her wait two years. James 
comes hack writer London but the very day his for- 
tune brightens, Oriana writes that, unwilling wait 
longer though she will always love him, she had married 
Frank Castleton, rich young nobleman. 


James distraught, spends night brothel, and then 
takes the road working odd jobs. fair, sees 
Oriana, now Mrs. Castleton. night goes her 
room scold her but stays make “love with fury and 
violence” (p. 122). This night heightened his pain 
having lost her, and goes Spain dangerous 
diamond commission. Between Seville and Madrid 
robbed and nearly killed. Months later recovers con- 
sciousness gypsy tent and finds himself nursed 
Rosal, beautiful gypsy dancer had seen Seville. 
Rosal loves him fiercely and marries her gypsy 
fashion without church legal ceremony. She virtually 
supports him with her dancing. But when bullfighter 
Juan tauntingly says that she support him dancing naked 
and that has seen her naked, James knocks him down 
and then smashes into the dance place and orders Rosal 
home. His violence makes her happy indicating that 
loves her. But the next night, Bullfighter Juan pulls 


pistol James, and Rosal, jumping between, absorbs 
the shot and dies. 
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James finishes his “Spanish Journey”, becomes famous 
over night, and returns England. meets Oriana 
again; her husband has become dope addict. They 
make assignation, and adulterously agree never 
separated again. But when the husband about die 
and wants her along Switzerland, she dutifully 
goes and there she dies accident. James writes 
few more books but continues live lonely life, thinking 
his Oriana. 


The violent and immoral events this book are not de- 
scribed improperly; unseemly words are used. The 
novel entertainment without pretense literary value. 


But follows the current fictional stream several re- 
spects. The girls are sympathetically and approvingly 
made more the courting than the man does. 
wife may unfaithful her husband but must 
stand him nursing him when sick. man who 
once really loves woman can never satisfactorily sub- 
stitute another. Sex experiences are sometimes made 
appear nice, sometimes not nice, but never sin 
not sin. Love treated the all-decisive thing: when 
people commit sexual intercourse without being love 
then not nice proper, but when truly love 
nice and fine, whether they are married, unmarried, 
even married someone else. The latter the 
fashionable sex heresy modern English and American 
fiction, and the chief flaw Lady Eleanor Smith’s 
Caravan. 


The chief feeling creates the good one that 
terribly important for people love marry regardless 
station money. But the secondary feeling creates 
is, how nice for star-crossed lovers able snatch 
little fornication adultery. And fine fellow indeed 
who the dear lovers time and place! 


Here let emphasized that isn’t the adultery that 
vitiates the novel—it the sympathetic, imitation-provok- 
ing treatment the adultery (see pp. 251-9). 


This book equally good bad for young and old. But 
since its entertainment value vitiated its glamourizing 
adultery, even only the secondary impression, 
don’t recommend for anybody. 


Richter, Conrad. The Free Man. Knopf. Aug. 1943. 
147p. $1.75. 


the hundreds they came from the banks the 
Neckar—by the thousands from the crowded and baron- 
plagued acres the Palatinate—from all parts Ger- 
many they came seeking the new world the freedom 
land and speech that had been denied them the old. 
Freedom was their goal but poverty was their burden and 
they were simple dupes for the and the 
navigation companies whose agents these vermin were. 
Instead the freedom they sought the English colonies 
greeted them only with new form servitude—the 
indenture system—and with travesty justice which 
cried heaven for vengeance. Nothing daunted, these 
pilgrims strange land bore unflinchingly their burden 
until last they could attain the freedom their desire. 
When the war the American Revolution oppor- 
tunity was offered cement that freedom they seized 


Richter 


Best 


eagerly and more loyal sincere patriots were 
found the colonies. footnote history Conrad 
Richter his latest novel, The Free Man, tells the story 
these German immigrants, the conditions they met and 
their final success obtaining freedom. 


Henry Free, Frey the dialect, was respected and 
solid citizen the Pennsylvania Dutch country. More 
than fifty years after the Revolution when drawing 
the end his days query his nephew causes him 
relive his mind the events which led the change 
his name and which were bound inevitably with 
the struggle for freedom. Some four five years before 
the war Henry Dellicker came Philadelphia im- 
migrant ship company with many other Swiss and 
Germans seeking freedom the new world. common 
with others was tricked and sold indentured 
servant pay the passage his parents who had died 
route. 


Purchased rich English family, the Bayleys, Henry’s 
spirit remained unbroken even under the harsh discipline 
imposed the beautiful Amity Bayley. When she has 
him whipped Henry runs away and after escaping the 
manhunt begins build free life merchant’s clerk 
and gunpowder smith south central Pennsylvania. Over 
period several years prospers and because can 
read and write English becomes influential person 
among his German neighbors. this time protest 
over the English travesty freedom changes his name 
from Dellicker Free symbol his determination 
achieve liberty. trouble slowly builds the 
colonies and the first rumblings revolt are heard the 
Pennsylvania Dutch add their voices the temblors. 
Honest, sincere, hardworking and with single-minded 
passion for liberty they protest bitterly against English 
justice and even promulgate their own declarations 
independence. organizes company riflemen 
(incidentally the Dutch are given credit for the develop- 
ment the rifle American weapon) rush into the 
campaign for Boston but before leaves seeks repay 
Amity the purchase price his indenture. Amity takes 
him before English squire and has him committed 
jail from whence rescued his rifle company. 
Amity sends for him attempting have him supervise 
the manufacture gunpowder her mill. Thinking 
her British and anti-patriot Henry refuses but when she 
shows him how all the people who had persecuted him 
are now patriots including herself wavers his loyalty. 
This wavering only momentary since Henry would ac- 
cept the devil himself ally. Finally Henry suspects 
that she loves him and proposes, puts her mill 
operation and then leaves for Boston. 


The Free Man one the best and most pertinent books 
published this year. Written with master touch 
and permeated with simple, honest love freedom 
both stimulating and refreshing. performs notable 
service recalling the German ancestry portion 
our people, the Pennsylvania Dutch, than whom have 
more loyal citizens today. The way life which 
points good and the spirit the Pennsylvania Dutch 
has been delightfully imprisoned within the book 
released the pleasure the reader. The book can 
recommended highly for all classes 
ticularly for adults. 
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Crime Club---August Selection 


Coles, Manning. Without Lawful Authority. Crime 
Club (Doubleday, Doran). Aug. 13, 1943. 245p. $2.00. 


Lately Crime Club selections have alternated between the 
murder-mysteries and the espionage-adventure types. 
the latter category Without Lawful Authority, fast 
moving account the extra-legal attempts Jim Warn- 
ford, court-martialed English officer, regain his former 
status. With John Marden, gentleman safecracker, 
uncovers espionage ring during which process all con- 
cerned have highly exciting times but never lose their 
ability humorous repartee. Weakest point: the ease 
with which John Marden captured Jim’s valet. 
Minor objection: Tommy Hambledon’s view all Ger- 
mans insects thoroughly stamped out. Recom- 
mendation: excellent for adults. 


Heyer, Georgette. Penhallow. Doubleday, Doran. Aug. 


13, 1943. 309p. $2.50. 


The psychological horror story which character analysis 
emphasized the expense action coming the 
fore. Penhallow excellent, though bit overdone, 
example this type fiction. 


Bedridden old Adam Penhallow dominated the house- 
hold Trevellin every way. Through his control 
the money forced his children, legitimate and other- 
wise, stay Trevellin that could exercise his 
sadistic desires. His second wife, Faith, persecuted 
withdrawing her effeminate son, Clay, from college and 
forcing him live with his horse-and-hunting-loving 
brothers; upon her constantly poured torrent dis- 
dainful abuse. daughter-in-law Vivian was one 
the few stand against him; she could not, however, 
get the money enable her husband Eugéne and herself 
leave. Aubrey was cynical writer whose debts brought 
him back home. Charmian, the only girl the family, 
was more virile than some her brothers. Bart was the 
most likeable member; his love affair with his stepmother’s 
maid, Loveday Trewithian, and his determination 
marry her, creates major problem for the Penhallows 
and ideal incident for Old Adam’s brutal taste. 


The characters and background are developed through 
several hundred pages before climax reached through 
the sudden and violent death the master. many 
motives for murder faced the police that they would 
probably have had declare the case insoluble had not 
one the suspects committed suicide, thus providing 
them with pragmatic solution, not real one. 


book this type almost necessarily has large quota 
abnormal characters. Old Adam fiendishly brutal; 
Conrad homosexual; Faith childishly sensitive in- 
trovert; and Aubrey are effeminate men sharp 
contrast their virile sister Charmian. The eldest son, 
Raymond, fairly normal, hard-headed business man- 
ager the estate until acquainted with the fact his 
illegitimacy, thus putting him par with young Jimmy 
who cleaned the lamps and polished the shoes. The 
common interest father and sons horses and hunting; 
those who share this passion can endure the quarrels; 
those who cannot (Faith, Clay and Eugéne) are driven 
madness and murder. Since Penhallow primarily 


Coles Heyer Glick 


horror story the acts violence, such the murder 
Adam and the suicide Raymond, must taken 
part the machinery. book only for those adults 
who can endure plain and vulgar and profane language 
163). cannot recommended indiscriminately. 


Glick, Carl. Three Times Bow. 
Aug. 16, 1943. 259p. $2.50. 


slightly humorous but none the less seriously intended 
series essays and short stories Carl Glick has presented 
with another book the Chinese way life formu- 
lated from material obtained through his associations with 
several inhabitants New York’s Chinatown, notably 
Kung, engaging young Chinese-American now Lieu- 
tenant the Army the United States. Before the war 
Kung was reporter Chinese newspaper and rather 
whimsical soul who could always find spare moment 
devote the education one, Carl Glick. 


Whittlesey House. 


Much the book intended show the rationale be- 
hind the Chinese way life, their mental processes and 
their established customs which frequently seem para- 
doxical us. The life the Chinese seems molded 
two factors, moderation and sense balance, i.e., the 
avoidance extremes. These two principles are applied 
according more less rigid set mores which seem 
represent early practice rigidified the ages into cus- 
tom. The Chinese lay claim being nation phil- 
osophers and base their philosophy upon the writings and 
teachings their great sages, such Confucius and 
Lao-Tse. “Back their every action and way doing 
things philosophical reason. when one wishes 
know the Chinese, the first step understand their 
great teachers.” Many these writings contain precepts 
for the government conduct and while they are essen- 
tially pagan nature yet many instances show sound 
values. “The Chinese ideal superior man. And 
one the surest approaches that ideal humble, 
live honorably, tell the truth, and remain peace with 
your neighbor doing all you can make him feel 
superior.” 


this light then Mr. Glick presents with his under- 
standing the Chinese viewpoint many things in- 
dicating where considers their methods dealing with 
problems more advantageous than ours. Part the 
book devoted Kung’s approach the army, his atti- 
tudes much variance with our own Western psychol- 
ogy but nevertheless effective making him good soldier 
and fine officer. Otherwise Mr. Glick rambles through 
miscellany Chinese activities including journalism, 
medicine, education, painting, the theatre, manners, bank- 
ing, marriage, self-government and many other types 
human relationships. Most delightful his description 
the family upheaval caused Kung’s whimsical rever- 
sion purely Chinese mode life during furlough. 


this reviewer seems that Mr. Glick presents with 
the traditionalized Occidental version Chinese with 
however extremely sympathetic slant. many cases 
his explanations Chinese conduct are ingenious, 
some few they limp. stays well away from contro- 
versial subjects and mentions few the essentially pagan 
phases their culture. general the book well writ- 
ten, has good entertainment value and save for one 
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two slightly suggestive incidents which render unsuit- 
able for immature readers may favorably recommended 
adults. 


Albrand, Martha. Without Orders. Little, Brown. Aug. 
23, 1943. 282p. $2.50. 

would not have surprised Lt. Charles Barrett Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, find himself prison camp prison 
hospital. When his domicile turned out room 
Italian insane asylum with bedside library Plato’s 
Republic and Macchiavelli’s Prince, when the attendants 
and chief doctor Pederazzini insisted was Vittorio 
Ponte; when was soon released “cured” with ap- 
parently genuine identification papers Ponte, Charles 
almost thought was Vittorio. The reasons behind the 
plans Dr. Pederazzini and former Italian general Pietro 
Vantoni gradually evolve Charles moves about Rome 
orders” but evidently important cog 
some scheme designed help the Allies. The total result 
unusual spy story built very slight foundation. 
Although not objectionable any way, neither can 
recommended very highly. 


Drake, Francis Vivian. Vertical Warfare. Doubleday, 
Doran. July 23, 1943. 142p. (59 photographs.) $3.00. 


can crush Germany six months concentrated 
aerial bombing key points her war industry. Strike 
hard from the air the bottlenecks Nazi supply lines 
and win quick victory with minimum Anglo-Ameri- 
can casualties! Japan can treated similarly turn. 
speaks Mr. Drake this book primary importance, 
marked great optimism based apparently solid fact. 


There are Germany and occupied Europe, says the 
author, about two hundred comparatively small areas 
which are concentrated the essential services supply 
indispensable the Nazi war effort. the services 
those areas should incapacitated, Nazi armed forces 
could not continue operate land, sea, the air. 
have present, shall have the near future, the 
requisite bomber strength effect such damage. The 
same kind offensive could repeated with regard 
Japan. Moreover, choosing this method rather than 
relying chiefly ground and naval forces, could 
conserve the lives millions our fighting men. 

This, summary, Mr. Drake’s Air Plan, which 


based the premise that modern mechanized war 
best won vertical attack against the industrial gener- 
ator that supplies enemy front lines, that quicker 
and cheaper overcome the enemy going out after 
his heart with bombs than after his feet with gun- 
fire (p. 6). 
The experts will doubtless find some flaws this bombing 
pattern for victory. The author, while recognizing the 
need integrated effort the whole land-sea-air 
team, possibly undervalues the importance the land 
arm. almost seems times imply that air power 
alone can win the war. Yet, the layman least, the 
Air Plan would seem make sense: the targets are there; 
the enemy’s power depends the targets’ security; and, 
Mr. Drake’s arguments and recent events fairly well 
prove, have the air strength blast the targets off the 


Albrand Drake 


Best SELLERS 


map. well remember this connection the ob- 
servation Major Seversky, that the more one knows 
about air power, the fewer limits one inclined place 
its potentialities. 


The United States now able plan and implement 
attack terms striking forces thousand heavy 
bombers time—each force carrying twenty-five 
thirty times the tonnage bombs dumped Pearl 
Harbor Japanese planes. “Imagine,” the author sug- 
gests, crushing power thirty-foot ocean waves— 
gale force—stepped thirty times intensity, that, 
such thing were possible, the waves built nine 
hundred feet. air power such thing possible, and 
the answer must the same would the case 
the monster hurricane, utter finality” (p. 12). 


There are some striking statistics showing the relative 
cheapness the price paid for bombing successes. 
1942 the R.A.F. knocked out per cent Germany’s war 
industry for loss only fifteen thousand men, about 
half the number British soldiers that were captured 
Tobruk 1941. The 1130-plane Cologne attack destroyed 
26,000 workers and 200 enemy plants for loss 257 
men—a ratio 117 addition, 250,000 essential 
war workers had evacuated. the Battle the 
Bismarck Sea 15,000 Japanese were lost against nine Allied 
lives, ratio more than 1600 the Vegesack 
raid handful American airmen seven minutes 
smashed seven submarines and crippled fifteen more, thus 
saving the United Nations possible loss 750,000 tons 
shipping and perhaps many 10,000 lives (p. 11). 


are told also popular terms exactly how big 
bomber does its job. highlight the book the vivid 
description what happens B-17 B-24 during the 
critical few minutes before the missile released: 
The bombardier watches little pointer the 
bombsight move toward another pointer which sta- 
tionary. The fraction second which they touch, 
the bombs will go. gives repeated glances through 
the telescope make sure still “on” the target, 
but the superbrain [synchronous bombsight] flying 
the airplane unerring course. The pointers touch. 
The bombardier watches through window between 
his knees, and through the intercommunication system 
the crew hears the welcome words “Bombs away!” 


(p. 108). 


Area bombing, favored the British, contrasted with 
the precision method, preferred Americans. The 
former technique “actually club 
system attack” (p. 87). lays claim subtlety, 
but destroys impartially whatever lies below given 
area. Its governing theory that nation war can 
sustain only certain percentage (estimated 40%) 
industrial destruction without cracking (p. 87). 


Precision bombing takes off where the British area bomb- 
ing lets go. based “the doctrine the key the 
key the key” (p. 98), selecting only key Axis industries, 
extracting from them the key factories, and finally, 
bringing the whole attacking weight bear against the 
key part each key factory, inducing reactive paralysis 
the entire industry. 


Imagine that you are trying prevent man from 
using big truck. would foolish try demolish 
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foot foot with sledge-hammer. You would only 
wear yourself you knew anything about 
trucks you would lift the hood, flick open the distribu- 
tor head, and give the little rotor one blow with tack 
All the king’s horses and all the king’s 
men could not make the engine run again without an- 
other Thus you would have accomplished 
precision immobilization the truck (p. 98-99). 


The final verdict the author the careful one that both 
these methods have their distinctive virtues and both 
must used (p. 110-111). 


The book has numerous excellent photographs enemy 
harbors, factories, ships, and forth, after our bombers 
have passed by. There are also several supplementary 
diagrams, including line cut showing what the bom- 
bardier sees through his bombsight telescope over target. 


This book may remarkably sound prophecy. 
certainly fascinating exposition the most thrilling 
war techniques. both counts unreservedly rec- 
ommended the general reader and secondary school 
students. 

Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton 


Selby, John. Starbuck. Farrar and Rinehart. July 


1943. 370p. $2.75. 


The literary presentation the life genius has gen- 
erally shown the person abnormal not only the 
branch art science which his ability has been but 
well those physical and emotional aspects where 
was par with ordinary mortals. Starbuck the 
author imagines genius average physique and normal 
emotional reactions, extraordinary only his ability 
play the piano. 


The story uncomplicated. From his earliest youth 
Brant Starbuck loved the piano and played superlatively 
well. thirteen won contest the St. Louis 
World Fair; then studied Europe under great 
German teacher, made successful debut Berlin the 
age seventeen and began concert tours 
uninterrupted success, traveling private Pullman car 
from 1909 until the War broke out. Considerably more 
attention devoted his emotional life. 
was lover sports his boyhood but the demands 
music forced him leave them aside. Food neces- 
sary, even genius, and Starbuck full references 
luncheons and dinners; enough Scotch consumed 
render the book suspect possible 
buck’s emotional ties his family were the strongest. 
When his illegitimate birth became known him 
thirteen beclouded his whole future. loved his 
country much that enlisted second-class sea- 
man; one his invaluable hands was crushed saving 
one his fellow servicemen from death and later, while 
was healing, was again broken beyond hope when 
saved his friend Braddock from chair-wielding drunk 
ina tavern. The author goes too far, however, dem- 
onstrating Brant’s normality sexual affairs describing 
with pickup girl Munich park (p. 149-50) 
and several others with his wife (e.g., park 
seduction scene later described one those “experi- 


Selby Hackett Index 


ences that came with such weight one could not stand 
against them” (p. 167). 


fiction Starbuck fairly competent piece writing. 
From the subject standpoint, that music, offers little 
value. Its portraiture genius average person 
all but his art unusual. But morally Starbuck’s 
“normality” falls outside Christian norms. And usual 
with books pandering emotions there considerable 
amount profanity. All all, see reason for 
positive recommendation anybody. 


Hackett, Francis. The Senator’s Last Night. 
Doran. July 23, 1943. 272p. $2.50. 


the publisher’s jacket blurb read that The Senator’s 
Last Night “slashingly written”. agree whole- 
heartedly with that but should like know what pat- 
tern the author used fitting the slashed pieces together 
into novel. Neither plan, purpose nor value seems 
have part the book and although Mr. Hackett turns 
neat and brilliantly clear phrase upon occasion yet that 
alone seems insufficient excuse for forsaking his usual 


field history. 


Senator John Copley, old guard reactionary with all 
the mental trappings that group, reality hard, 
callous, power-loving man, ego-dominated and incapable 
brooking interference. one night meets im- 
placable interference from four people and these situa- 
tions develop the Senator attempts make 
analysis himself which however inconclusive, are 
Gamble’s attempts analyze not only the Senator and 
his class but the whole world picture. The scene 
dinner party the Senator’s home and the action follows 
through the night. The Senator’s son, Bill Copley, chooses 
love another girl than the one his father had picked; 
his mistress, Mary Innis, turns upon him; his always sub- 
servient wife, Blanche, revolts favor Bill; and Alfhild, 
the maid, whom had had illegitimate son, re- 
fuses support him with her affection when accuses 
her unfaithfulness. John Copley’s attempts settle 
each problem are blocked and develops attack 
his request Alfhild, with murder her 
heart, gives him overdose sedative and the Senator 
dies either from the drug from heart Un- 
profanity, lack condemnation immorality 
and confused thinking are 


Doubleday, 


icient reasons for not rec- 
ommending this book any class reader. 
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